
Qualifying and Forecasting For 
Honors and AP English 

 
Honors and AP level classes are designed for those students who have the desire and ability to work at a 
higher level in English, particularly in reading and analysis.  To be successful in Honors and AP English 
courses, a student must read and comprehend at an advanced level, think creatively and critically, write 
clearly, work independently, have a passion for language arts, and commit a greater amount of time 
than what is expected in regular college-prep English classes.  Honors and AP English classes cover more 
content at a fast pace and in more depth than a regular English class. Also, assessment standards are 
higher.  

In order to qualify for Honors English or AP English, a student must meet the following requirements: 

o Maintain an A in regular English OR a B or higher in Honors or AP English 
o Score well on the English Department  Academic and Study Skill Checklist   
o Read challenging literature outside of class 
o Write with insight and clarity; committed to developing sophistication and style  

 

Profile of an Honors English Student: 

o Is eager to read and independently explores a variety of reading material 
o Selects challenging texts 
o Recognizes the craft of writing and values the writer’s skill 
o Comprehends the literal and underlying meaning of texts 
o Is curious and investigates ideas 
o Applies knowledge between disciplines 
o Makes connections between ideas 
o Offers insights in class 
o Follows up on ideas raised in class 

 
o Enjoys words and actively seeks to expand her vocabulary 
o Is sensitive to the connotations of words 
o Writes well for different purposes 
o Writes clearly and coherently in an analytical format 
o Is strong in the use of standard writing conventions 

 
o Works with commitment and enthusiasm 
o Has an excellent attendance record and turns in work on time 
o Participates actively in class discussions 

 
 
 
 
 



English Department Checklist for Honors Class 
 
Student Name_________________________       English Teacher ________________________________ 
 
Rate the student using the following designations: 

1. Rarely or never    3. Quite often 
2. Occasionally         4. Almost always/always 

 
Academic Checklist 
 

1. _______ Interested in words, definitions; has and uses a strong vocabulary 
 

2. _______Reads widely in a variety of genres 
 

3. _______Comprehends the literal and underlying meanings in literature 
 

4. _______Recognizes author’s point of view, tone, intentions 
 

5. _______ Organizes ideas well in writing 
 

6. _______Elaborates well when writing, using vivid expressions, logical examples, explanations as  
                 appropriate 

 
7. _______Is strong in all writing conventions  

 
8. _______Is curious and likes to read about and talk about ideas 

 
9. _______Is a strong critical or abstract thinker 

 
10. _______Is a creative thinker and problem solver  

 
Study Skills Checklist 
 

1. _______Completes homework on time 
 

2. _______Participates positively in group discussions and small group work 
 

3. _______Comes to class prepared to work with materials and supplies 
 

4. _______Uses class time wisely 
 

5. _______Demonstrates  good time  management/organizational skills 
 

6. _______Is an independent learner 
 

7. _______Seeks help when needed 
 

8. _______Has a strong attendance record 
 
 
Total points_________________/72                   Recommendation_______________________________________ 


