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Protocol B (Normal School Day) Digital Learning Day 
 

First School Closure due to Snow:  DLD protocols go into effect on the THIRD inclement weather day.  
A DLD day will be posted on the St. Mary’s Academy School Website as outlined in the Handbook. 

Subsequent school closures:  DLD protocols automatically go into effect.  

When applied: School closures during normal school days 

Purpose: Continue the momentum of learning when school must be closed and avoid significant redesign of 

schedules. 
 

1. Teachers must post updates on Schoology by no later than 10 am only for the classes that will be 

missed on the closure day. (e.g., if we miss a Yellow day, only Blocks 1-4 need posts.) 
 

2. Posts must be on Schoology course updates page for consistency. The Schoology post may refer to 

instructions or assignments posted in other places. Once the initial post is made, teachers may 

communicate with students via email and other means as needed. 
 

3. Posts must include: 
A. Specific instructions for work to be completed for the missed class. It is reasonable to expect 

students to spend about 45 to 60 minutes on work for each missed class on a block schedule. If we 

miss a Red schedule, 20 to 30 minutes is reasonable. 

B. Specific “office hours” in which teachers are available for communication or a time by which 
teachers will respond to emails. Please be very clear to avoid confusion. 

C. A required deliverable to be turned in by a reasonable deadline (3 pm or later). Examples: An 

assignment that would have been completed in class and can be completed digitally 
Participation in an online activity (discussion, padlet, etc.) 

An open-book online quiz or assessment that replaces one planned for class A 
photo of hardcopy work being done at home (e.g., note taking, projects, etc.) A 

work log demonstrating progress on a long-term project 

 
Schedules for the rest of the week (if applicable) will remain as originally planned. E.g.: If a DLD is on a 
Yellow Day, then the next day will remain Blue/Green. 

 
If students do not have power or internet access for any reason, SMA will require that parents email (from a 
parent email address) Alena directly when they are able. If the “absence” is excused by a parent 

communication, teachers should give students extra time to make up the work without penalty. 

 
Protocol Rationale: 

• Informal feedback from students and teachers indicated overall approval of DLD. But students wanted 
more consistency from teachers re communication and expectations. And most students preferred having 
a deliverable to motivate them to get the work done. 

 

• Feedback from both teachers and students strongly indicated a preference for posting ONLY for the 

missed classes, not for all 7 blocks. They said this would help avoid confusion, over-planning, and the extra 
restructuring required when the schedules get changed. 

 
• Review of Schoology use during the DLD days indicates that we had normal use compared to regular 

school days. That suggests Schoology is the best option for consistent communication. 
 

• Although most teachers posted on the updates section of the pages, some teachers did not or used a 
different method to communicate, and that caused confusion among students. 
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