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VIRGINIA MATHEWS ACADEMIC SCHOLARS   
 

In December of 2012, Mark and Mary Stevens ’80 presented Mary’s mother, Virginia Mathews, with 
a $2 million Christmas gift to St. Mary’s Academy to establish an endowed scholarship fund in her 
honor. The gift was the single largest individual donation in the school’s history. A portion of this 
gift established the Virginia Mathews Scholars Program which provides scholarships to ensure 
access to a St. Mary’s education for the best and brightest girls in the Portland-metro area.    
  
St. Mary’s Academy, as well as the Stevens and Mathews families, value academic achievement by 
students in our school and community. As part of our commitment to the education of young 
women, we encourage our students to set goals, challenge themselves, and work to the best of their 
ability. We also seek to recognize and commend students who have achieved academic excellence 
and are committed to continued standards of excellence.      
  
Each year St. Mary’s chooses five incoming freshmen to be the Virginia Mathews Academic Scholars. 
These $2,500 scholarships are not based on financial need. Eligibility is dependent upon a student’s 
ability to place within the 90th percentile nationally on the High School Placement Test. Once scores 
are received, invitations to apply for this scholarship will be sent to eligible students.   
  
APPLICATION PROCEDURE:  

1. Submit an online application for admission to St. Mary’s Academy for the 2017-2018 
school year by the January 16, 2017 deadline.  

2. Register and take the High School Placement Test at one of the local Catholic high 
schools and earn a score within the 90th percentile nationally. You will receive an 
invitation to apply once scores have been received by the Office of Admissions, typically 
in January.  

3. Complete the attached scholarship application and requested composition. Applications 
must be received by the Office of Admissions by February 1, 2017* to be considered. 
*Please note this new deadline. 

4. Request a recommendation from a current teacher. The form for the teacher 
recommendation is included with this application. Provide your teacher with the form 
and a stamped envelope addressed to St. Mary’s Academy. This recommendation needs 
to be received by the Office of Admissions by February 1, 2017. Please give your teacher 
adequate time to complete and return the recommendation form.  

5. Return all application materials to: St. Mary’s Academy; Office of Admissions 1615 SW 
Fifth Avenue Portland, OR 97201 or send by e-mail to mary.worlein@smapdx.org.  

  
Scholarship recipients will be notified by mail on March 9, 2017. If you have any questions regarding 
the scholarship or the application process, please call the Office of Admissions at 503-721-7725.   
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VIRGINIA MATHEWS ACADEMIC SCHOLARS APPLICATION  
  
Student’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________  
  
Current School: ____________________________________________ Current GPA: ____________  

              *write N/A if school does not score GPA  
Name of teacher who will recommend you: _____________________________________________  
  
Student Signature: _________________________________________________________________  
  

  
Please list any special honors, awards or recognition you have received for academic achievement:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
On a separate piece of paper, please answer the following questions:  
  
1. Why is academic achievement important to you?    
  
  
2. What are your goals for high school, and in what ways do you believe St. Mary’s Academy will 

help you in achieving these goals?  
  
  
3. What are your goals for further study after high school?  
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VIRGINIA MATHEWS ACADEMIC SCHOLARS 
TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM 

 
Student’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current School: ___________________________ Teacher’s Name: __________________________ 
 
Teacher’s Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Please feel free to use the reverse side of this form or attach additional sheets. Thank you for your time. 
 
Please rate the applicant’s demonstrated academic achievement in the following areas, based on a 
scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest: 
 
  ___  Consistently produces high quality work ___  Shows interest in learning new materials 
  ___  Accepts constructive criticism well ___  Actively participates in the classroom 
  ___  Demonstrates concern for others ___  Usually is a self-motivated learner 
   ___  Establishes her own academic goals ___  Works well with others 
  ___  Provides academic leadership in the classroom  

 
What attributes does the applicant possess that would contribute to St. Mary’s Academy?  Please 
rate on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest: 
   
 ___  Positive attitude ___  Enthusiasm 
 ___  Organizational skills ___  Consideration 
 ___  Willingness to help ___  Ability to work with others 
 ___  Honesty ___  Sincerity 
 ___  Sense of values ___  Reliability 

 
Is the applicant’s achievement consistent with her abilities?  Please explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please briefly explain your reasons for recommending this student for an academic scholarship. 


