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Dear St. Mary’s Academy 
friends and families,

In my years as president, I can 
safely say that there has never 
been a more exciting time to 
be at St. Mary’s Academy. Our 
students continue to flourish 
and lead in academics, service, 
arts and athletics, and, as 
we reflect on a year full of 
achievements and milestones, 
we also look toward the 2015-
2016 school year with great 
anticipation.

The strength of our academic 
programs continues to shine. 
Earlier this year, a record-
breaking number of students 
received Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards and our 
Science Olympiad team placed 
second in state. 

In March, the board of 
directors came together for a 
full-day retreat. We used our 
day to celebrate the present 
and set goals for the future 
of St. Mary’s. We are blessed 
with an incredibly talented 
and dedicated board whom I 
cannot thank enough for their 
volunteer leadership. 

In April, our 27th annual 
auction gave us more than a 

million reasons to smile. The 
record-breaking $1,070,601 
raised at the event will directly 
benefit our more than 700 
students. 

In May, we proudly boasted 
statewide excellence in both 
the arts and athletics. The 
renowned Marian Singers 
placed first at the state 
championships, shattering 
stereotypes as the first-ever all 
female choir to do so. Our golf 
team also won the 6A OSAA 
Girls Golf state championship 
for the first time since 2009, 
giving St. Mary’s its eighth 
state championship in golf. 

Also in May, St. Mary’s hosted 
a community forum designed 
to inform our planning for 
campus expansion. The event 
boasted an unprecedented 
caliber of speakers including 
Intel President Renée James, 
Columbia Sportswear CEO 
Tim Boyle and Oregon Health 
and Science University 
President Joseph E. Robertson, 
Jr., M.D. More than 200 of 
our community members 
came together to hear these 
experts speak about the future 
of education, business and 
development in downtown 

Portland and the conversation 
yielded many innovative ideas 
which are being explored as 
we further develop our future 
vision. 

Together, we are forging a bold 
and thoughtful path ahead. 
Thank you for your continued 
support of our outstanding 
school as together we look 
toward a bright future.

Sincerely,

Christina Friedhoff
President, St. Mary’s Academy 
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Bright
T H R E E  S T .  M A R Y ’ S  A C A D E M Y  S E N I O R S 

were named finalists in the 2015 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. Now in its 60th year, the 

National Merit Scholarship program recognizes students who 
show exceptional academic ability and potential for success 
in rigorous college studies. St. Mary’s finalists, Sally Butzer, 
Caroline Immroth and Abigail McManus represent less than one 
percent of U.S. high schoolers who completed the National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying test. Fourteen additional students from 
St. Mary’s were named commended scholars in the National 
Merit Program. 

“The number of St. Mary’s students who have earned national recognition for their 
academic talents is outstanding. The accolades awarded to these 17 young women 
recognized as either National Merit finalists or commended students speaks to the 
caliber of our students, programs and community,” said Principal Kelli Clark. 

St. Mary’s Academy’s 2015 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program Finalists 

Sally Butzer 
Caroline Immroth 
Abigail McManus 

St. Mary’s Academy’s 2015 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program Commended 
Students

Alison Brennan 
Caroline Cassinelli 
Ursula Clausing-Hufford 
Coeli Fleming-Kelly 
Annalise Helm 
Julia Kaempf 
Molly McCullough 
Megan Piggott 
Elenore Reid 
Jillian Rix 
Natalie Shea 
Erin Sussex 
Lindsay Swanson 
Devon Thompson 

FUTURES AHEAD
ST. MARY’S STUDENTS NAMED 2015 NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARS, COMMENDED STUDENTS

In addition, St. Mary’s Academy’s Rose Festival 
Princess, Devon Thompson, was selected as a 
2015 winner of the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation’s National Achievement Scholarship. 
Academically talented black students throughout the 
nation are included in the pool for consideration and 
must score among the top 1,600 black PSAT-takers 
in the nation. Thompson was the only high school 
senior in the Portland area to be awarded this $2,500 
scholarship based on high academic performance 
throughout high school and high PSAT scores. u

St. Mary’s Academy’s 2015 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program Finalists 

Sally Butzer 
Caroline Immroth 
Abigail McManus 

St. Mary’s Academy’s 2015 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program Commended 
Students

Alison Brennan 
Caroline Cassinelli 
Ursula Clausing-Hufford 
Coeli Fleming-Kelly 
Annalise Helm 
Julia Kaempf 
Molly McCullough 
Megan Piggott 
Elenore Reid 
Jillian Rix 
Natalie Shea 
Erin Sussex 
Lindsay Swanson 
Devon Thompson 

National Merit Scholars Abigail  McManus ’15, Sally Butzer ’15 and Caroline Immroth ’15
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lose interest in math, science and technology in middle and high 
school. It is imperative that, in those formative years, young 

women are supported and encouraged to pursue their interests, which may 
ultimately lead to careers in corresponding fields. The See It Be It calendar 
was created with that goal in mind. 

The See It Be It calendar strives to inspire girls to 
stick with math and science by introducing them 
to relatable, young, female role models who are 
achieving great things in those fields. St. Mary’s 
Academy is especially proud of the December 
profile of Michelle Warner ’09.

Michelle’s interest in building and creating, 
especially as it relates to technology, started as a 
young girl. “Michelle always liked to build things 
and figure out how to create things others would 
want to buy,” said Michelle’s father, Rick Warner.

An elementary school teacher was the first to 
suggest to Michelle’s parents, Rick and Debbie 
Warner, that they consider enrolling their 
eldest daughter Megan ’06 – currently working 
toward her Ph.D. at MIT – and Michelle at St. 
Mary’s Academy.  “The teachers, extracurricular 
activities and coursework helped to feed the 
interests my kids were passionate about, whether 
it was teaching or engineering. There were never 
feelings of limitation to what St. Mary’s girls 
could achieve,” said Rick. 

Michelle was one of the first members of the 
Science Olympiad Team along with her 2009 
classmates, Amy Whitcombe and Maryann Tung, 
who went on to win state that year. Classmate Kim 
Kilday joined them the next year. Amy is currently 
working toward a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering 
at Berkeley. Kim holds a bachelor of science in 
Engineering from Harvey Mudd College and 

currently works in software and customer and 
product support at electric powertrain company 
Motiv Power Systems. Maryann is currently 
working toward a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering 
from Stanford.

“Some of my reasons for pursing engineering 
in college and as a career came from my 
experiences with Science Olympiad. I feel lucky 
to have found my calling so early. While others 
spent a lot of time in college deciding on a career 
field, I narrowed my focus and investigated 
specific areas of engineering that interest me,” 
said Michelle. 

Michelle recalls her St. Mary’s experience,  “It 
prepared me to chase my interests, collaborate 
and gave me confidence in my abilities. 
Confidence is 90 percent of what you need to be 
successful, the rest you can learn along the way.” 

Michelle holds a  Mechanical Engineering 
degree from Stanford, where she is now 
pursuing a Master’s degree in the same field. 
Michelle has worked for Sigma Designs, Radio 
Flyer and  engineering consultancy, Mindtribe. 
She will be working for Apple this summer in 
product development.  Michelle’s advice to 
current St. Mary’s students is, “Stick with it, 
even if it is challenging!”

To order or download the 2015 See It Be It 
calendar, visit www.girlsseeitbeit.com. u
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The future of

LEARNING, LEADING 
and INNOVATING
St. Mary’s taps into local experts in education, business, 
technology and development at community forum

From left, Rick Turoczy, PSU President Wim Wiewel, Marylhurst University 
President Dr. Melody Rose, OHSU President Joseph E. Robertson Jr., M.D.

O N MAY 18, 2015, ST. 
M ary ’s  Academy alumnae, current and 
former parents, board members, faculty, 

staff, students and community leaders gathered 
in the Clark Family Auditorium, eagerly awaiting to 
hear from an impressive line-up of experts about 
what St. Mary’s Academy should consider as it 
plans for campus expansion. 

“The community forum was 
intended to ensure we aren’t 
under-visualizing the opportunity 
that we have been afforded 
through the purchase of the block. 
The campus expansion project 
is not only about bricks and 
mortar – it’s about how St. Mary’s 
can continue to be the leader in 
education for the future women 
leaders in our own community 
and throughout the world. We are 
grateful to have had the incredible 
expertise of our education, 
creative, technology, business and 
development communities engage 
in this important conversation,” 
said Kent Roberts, St. Mary’s 
Academy’s chairman of the board 
and shareholder at Schwabe, 
Williamson & Wyatt. 

The community forum was a 
strategic part of the school’s 
planning for the city block 
it recently purchased. The 
day began with a keynote 
presentation from Renée 
James, president of Intel, who 
encouraged St. Mary’s to bring 

in a STEM focus with hands-
on learning, collaboration and 
teamwork. 

Rick Turoczy, co-founder of the 
Portland Incubator Experiment 
(PIE), a startup accelerator 
formed in partnership with global 
advertising firm Wieden+Kennedy, 
expertly moderated the three 
panels. Turoczy has been working 
with startups in the Portland 
area for 20 years and drew on his 
deep connections and knowledge 
of the business and education 
communities of Portland to call 
out themes. 

A future of education panel 
featuring Portland State 
University President Wim 
Wiewel, Oregon Health and 
Science University President 
Joseph E. Robertson Jr., M.D., 
and Marylhurst University 
President Dr. Melody Rose 
explored what the new 
building will need to include to 
stay competitive, academically 
challenging and attractive for 

Top: Kent Roberts, St. Mary’s Academy 
chairman of the board, delivers closing 
remarks.

Above: Moderator Rick Turoczy, 
co-founder of the Portland Incubator 
Experiment.

8  •  i M p r i n t   •  St. Mary’s Academy
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Portland Development 
Commission Chair and CEO of 
the Neil Kelly Company Tom 
Kelly and Robert Scanlan, 
CEO of ScanlanKemperBard 
Companies. These experts 
insisted on the importance of 
flexibility and sustainability, 
both in terms of construction 
and financing to make sure the 
new campus will stay adaptable 
and relevant for years to come.

“This is an amazing opportunity 
and a great responsibility for 
St. Mary’s. Your biggest risk 
is not thinking big enough,” 
said Edlen.

Throughout the day it became 
clear that flexibility and 
sustainability are necessary 
to ensure that the new 
campus will remain relevant 
and ecologically-friendly 
for future generations 
of St. Mary’s students. 
Panelists also suggested 
that St. Mary’s would 

benefit from an increased 
interconnectivity with 
locally-based organizations, 
including startups. They 
also reiterated that mission 
continuity is vital in ensuring 
St. Mary’s continues to 
offer a challenging college-
preparatory education that 
has been attracting students 
for more than 150 years. 

Increasing St. Mary’s footprint 
in downtown Portland 
is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity, and the school 
is grateful to have been able 
to call on experts who are 
willing to inform and expand 
its vision of a dynamic campus 
to develop young women 
as the leaders, thinkers and 
creators of the future. The 
vision for expansion focuses 
on innovative facilities and 
enhanced space for science 
and technology, athletics, 
fine and performing arts, 
and more. u

future generations of St. 
Mary’s students.

Chairman of the Board of 
Intel Andy Bryant, Columbia 
Sportswear CEO Tim Boyle and 
Diane Fraiman, a partner at 
venture capital firm Voyager 
Capital, discussed the future of 
business and what St. Mary’s 
should offer for their students to 
be pertinent in the job market. 

“Mentorship is one of the most 
important tools for women in 
the job market. It will allow 
your students to understand 
the work place and to learn 
how to become brave and 
reliable leaders,” said Fraiman.

The final panel of the day was 
comprised of local experts 
in property development: 
Mark Edlen of Gerding Edlen, 

St. Mary’s parents Annie and 
Rollie White are greeted by student 

ambassador Hannah Lang ’16

Insta-SMA!
St. Mary’s Academy shares stories 
of the accomplishments of our 
students, faculty, staff, alumnae 
and more through social media. 
Here’s what was popular on our 
Instagram feed the second half of 
the 2014-2015 school year!  

 Jordan Bontemps ’18 
tries coding for the first time 
during the second annual 
Hour of Code.

 Students jump for joy 
during the Belize Science 
Adventure while visiting 
a Mayan temple at the 
Lamanai Archaeological site.

 Finalists for the 2015 Rose 
Festival Court stand with St. 
Mary’s Rose Festival Princess, 
Devon Thompson, on right.

 Sister Linda participates in 
the digital media portion of the 
Freshman Book Blessing.

 Seniors represent 
where they’ll attend 
college in the fall.

 The 2015-2016 ASB 
Officers gather shortly 
after being elected.

 Students gather with 
Archbishop Sample at the 
Mass of the New Year.

 Faculty and staff show off 
their game faces before facing 
off in the Doernbecher Week 
Dodgeball Tournament.

 The Blues basketball team 
makes it to the final round of 
the state playoffs for the first 
time since 1999.

Stay up to date on the most 
current campus happenings by 
following St. Mary’s Academy 
on all of our social media 
channels. Want to share your 
St. Mary’s post? Tag us on 
Facebook or use the hashtag 
#SMApdx. 

� facebook.com/stmaryspdx

� twitter.com/stmaryspdx

� instagram.com/stmaryspdx 

�  linkedin.com/company/ 
st-mary’s-academy

 youtube.com/smamedia

Mark Edlen, managing partner 
at Gerding Edlen

YOUR BIGGEST 
RISK IS NOT Commission Chair and CEO of RISK IS NOT Commission Chair and CEO of 

the Neil Kelly Company Tom RISK IS NOT the Neil Kelly Company Tom 

THINKING BIG 
Kelly and Robert Scanlan, 

THINKING BIG 
Kelly and Robert Scanlan, 
CEO of ScanlanKemperBard THINKING BIG CEO of ScanlanKemperBard 

ENOUGH.
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ST. MARY’S ACADEMY BASKETBALL TEAM FINISHES THE SEASON SECOND IN STATE; 
TEAM MEMBERS RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE BY THE THREE RIVERS LEAGUE

O N  S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 4 , 
St. Mary’s Academy’s Blues basketball 
team played in the OSAA 6A State 

Championship Finals for the first time since 
1999. Proud parents, students, teachers, 
alumnae and other community members filled 
the stands to cheer on the Blues. The Blues 
finished the game with 50 points, just six less 
than the opponents from South Salem to finish 
the season second in the state. After the final 
buzzer sounded, members of the 1984, 1985 and 
1986 basketball state championship teams led 
the fans in chanting, “We are proud of you.” 

“I am so proud of my team. Standards were 
raised this year, but our players met and 

welcomed the challenge. This team has 
changed and matured throughout the season – 
something I believe was reflected on the court. 
I am honored and feel blessed to have taken this 
journey with St. Mary’s coaching staff and such 
a great group of young women,” said St. Mary’s 
head coach Dewey Taylor III. 

Five St. Mary’s Academy students were 
recognized as 2015 Girls’ Basketball All-
Three Rivers League players by a vote of the 
league’s coaches. Senior Tyschal Blake was 
named Player of the Year and senior Martina 
McCowan was named Defensive Player of the 
Year. These talented student-athletes were 
also named as part of the First Team, along 

Blues athletics:
LEAVING OUR COMPETITORS BEHIND
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with sophomore Bendu Yeaney. Senior Tasia 
Bilbrew and junior Clara Ell earned Honorable 
Mention recognition. In addition, Coach Taylor 
was selected as Three Rivers League Girls’ 
Basketball Coach of the Year. This was Taylor’s 
first year as head coach at St. Mary’s. 

At the state level, the Blues placed three players 
on the 2015 All-State team; Blake on the First 

Team, McCowan on the Second Team and 
Yeaney making the Honorable Mention roster. 
In addition, Blake earned all-tournament First 
Team honors, while guard Yeaney picked up 
Second Team recognition. 

“I think I speak for the entire St. Mary’s 
Academy community when I say that I am 
proud to have such talented players and 
coaches representing our school. It is not only 
exciting that our basketball team finished the 
season second in state, but also that they were 

 I think I speak for the entire  
St. Mary’s Academy community 
when I say that I am proud to have 
such talented players and coaches 
representing our school.
Athletic Director Anna Maria Lopez ’78

School Year 2014–15  • V o l u M e  5 2   • 15

BLUES IN THE SNOW
St. Mary’s Alpine Ski team placed second in the 
always tough Mt. Hood League this year. The 
team competed against racers from 10 other 
schools and scored 54 total points this season – 
just 12 points shy of first place. At the state race, 
the Blues downhill racers finished 13th overall 
with their combined slalom and giant slalom 
scores. In addition, the Blues Nordic ski racers 
sent 14 members to the Oregon High School 
Nordic State Race. Senior Emily Sunderland 
placed highest from the St. Mary’s team at 28 
out of the 50 racers. 

recognized within 
their league,” said 
St. Mary’s Academy’s 
Athletic Director Anna 
Maria Lopez ’78.  

“I feel honored – there 
are so many great 
coaches in our league. 
To be honored with this 
award speaks volumes 
to how coachable and 
hardworking the young 
women at St. Mary’s are. To 
have the Player of the Year 
and the Defensive Player of 
the Year on our team, as well 
as two honorable mentions, 
is an outstanding team 
achievement,” said Taylor. 

Seniors Tyschal Blake and 
Martina McCowan have both 
committed to Division I schools 
next year to play basketball on 
full scholarships. Blake will attend 
Weber State University while 
McCowan will attend Long Beach 
State University. “This season we 
worked very hard as a team. I am so 
proud and excited about the bonds 
I’ve formed with my teammates,” 
said McCowan. u

14  •  i M p r i n t   •  St. Mary’s Academy
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ST. MARY’S GOLF TEAM WINS 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

The St. Mary’s Academy varsity golf team took 
first place in the 2015 Oregon School Activities 
Association (OSAA) 6A Girls Golf State 
Tournament held on May 18 and 19 at Trysting 
Tree Golf Club in Corvallis, Ore. The Blues took 
first place with a score of 649, defeating West 
Linn by one stroke and Sheldon by two.

“Our score today is the best single day score 
of any team I have ever coached at State. 
The come-from-behind win was stunning – 
defeating West Linn by one and the next team 
by two,” reported head coach Dan Friedhoff.

St. Mary’s senior and valedictorian Alison 
Brennan’s two day total score was 153, 
followed by senior McKenzie Vanko and 
sophomore McKenna Vanko who tied at 
160, senior Elizabeth Wiley at 179 and 
sophomore Kailan Mink at 182. The Blues 
made their school proud by showing great 
team spirit during this championship and 
throughout the season. 

“I will remember forever the spirit of this 
team, the mutual support, the care, the 
laughter, the determination, the hugs, the 

The Blues  
swing their way  
to the top

love they have for each other. They 
were St. Mary’s at its best,” said assistant 
coach Sara Follen Salvi ’71.

Students, faculty and staff welcomed the 
team back to school with a congratulatory 
banner, music and cheers to thank them for 
taking St. Mary’s to the top. This is the first 
time since 2009 that St. Mary’s golf team has 
placed first at state. Last year, the team placed 
second at state behind West Linn. u

Mark your calendar. You won’t want to miss any of these 
upcoming events:   

 October 8, 2015   | Blues Bridge Walk
 November 4, 2015   | Food for Thought Luncheon
 April 9, 2016   | 28th Annual Auction

For more information email specialevents@stmaryspdx.org

Save the date !

Reminisce on all of the good times you had at St. Mary’s  
with your classmates!

 Class of 1970   | Saturday, July 18
 Class of 1975   | Saturday, September 12
 Class of 1985   | Saturday August 29
 Class of 1995   | Saturday, August 1
 Class of 2000   | Saturday, August 15
 Class of 2005   | Saturday, October 10

The classes of 1980, 1990 and 2010 are still in the planning stages for their reunions. 
For more information, please contact Katelyn Callaghan Manning, director of 

alumnae, at katelyn.callaghan@stmaryspdx.org or 503.721.7742.

Summer Reunions!

St. Mary’s Academy’s varsity golf team, from left: Kailan Mink ’17, McKenzie 
Vanko ’15, Alison Brennan ’15, Elizabeth Wiley ’15, and McKenna Vanko ’17

mailto:specialevents@stmaryspdx.org
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COLLEGE BOUND! 
arizona 
A Arizona State University

california 
A Biola University
B  California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo
C  California State University,  

Long Beach
D Chapman University
E Los Medanos College
F Occidental College
G University of Redlands
H University of San Diego
I Santa Clara University
J University of Southern California
K Whittier College

colorado 
A Colorado College
b Colorado State University
c Regis University

connecticut 
A Yale University

georgia 
A Emory University

hawaii 
A University of Hawaii at Manoa

idaho 
A Boise State University

illinoiS 
A University of Chicago
b Knox College
c Loyola University Chicago
d Northwestern University

iowa 
A Grinnell College

louiSiana 
A Loyola University New Orleans

MaSSachuSettS 
A Clark University
b Tufts University

MinneSota 
A Carleton College
b Macalester College
c St. Olaf College

MiSSouri 
A Kansas City Art Institute

Montana 
A  Montana State University, Bozeman
b  The University of Montana, Missoula

new Mexico 
A University of New Mexico

new york 
A  Fordham University -  

Lincoln Center Campus/ 
Rose Hill Campus

b  New York University
c  Parsons The New School  

for Design
d  St. John’s University -  

Queens Campus
e Cornell University

north carolina 
A East Carolina University

ohio 
A Kenyon College
b Oberlin College
b Oberlin Conservatory of Music

oregon 
A Clackamas Community College
b Linfield College
c Oregon State University
d University of Oregon
e Portland Community College
e Portland State University
e University of Portland
e Reed College
f Southern Oregon University
g Warner Pacific College
h Western Oregon University

pennSylVania 
A Carnegie Mellon University
b Dickinson College
c Franklin and Marshall College

texaS 
A St. Edward’s University
b Trinity University

utah 
A University of Utah
b Weber State University

waShington 
A Gonzaga University
b Pacific Lutheran University
b University of Puget Sound
c Saint Martin’s University
d Seattle University
d University of Washington
e Western Washington University
f Whitman College

waShington, d.c. 
A American University
A Georgetown University

wyoMing 
A University of Wyoming

Scotland, u.k. 
A University of St. Andrews

BritiSh coluMBia, ca 
A Simon Fraser University
b University of British Columbia

O N E  H U N D R E D  P E R C E N T  O F  S T .  M A R Y ’ S 
Academy students graduate from high school. They attend 
some of the finest colleges and universities in the nation, 

as well as abroad. This map shows where St. Mary’s Academy’s class of 
2015 will attend college.
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TO CELEBRATE
M O R E  T H A N  A  M I L L I O N  R E A S O N S

2 7 T H  A N N U A L  A U C T I O N  R A I S E S  M O R E  T H A N  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  A C A D E M Y ’ S  27TH 
Annual Auction: A Moment to Sparkle 
raised a record-breaking $1,070,601. This 

extraordinary amount is the largest in the history of 
the event and $170,601 over last year.

“We are so grateful to our generous supporters 
who attended and participated in our annual 
auction. The magnitude of the auction’s success 
is a testament to the strong belief our parents, 
alumnae and benefactors have in the value of a St. 
Mary’s Academy education. The funds raised at the 
auction will allow St. Mary’s to continue to provide 
a premier college-preparatory Catholic education 
to a diverse population of young women,” said St. 
Mary’s Academy President Christina Friedhoff. 

“The magnitude of the 
auction’s success is a 

testament to the strong 
belief our parents, alumnae 

and benefactors have in 
the value of a St. Mary’s 

Academy education.”

St. Mary’s Academy President Christina Friedhoff
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More than 700 guests joined St. Mary’s 
Academy at the Oregon Convention Center’s 
Portland Ballroom the evening of Saturday, 
April 11. The success of the auction is 
attributed, in major part, to auction co-chairs, 
Molly Mathews Bjorklund ’85 and Marilyn 
Whitaker, both parents of current St. Mary’s 
students. Sparkling examples of volunteer 
leadership, these women inspired participation 
and altruism leading up to and on the night of 
the event. Cathy Marshall of KGW served as the 
mistress of ceremonies for the evening, keeping 
the crowd excited and engaged. 

“It was a spectacular night that celebrated 
the best of St. Mary’s. Our donors were 
extraordinarily generous and the energy and 
enthusiasm for St. Mary’s was palpable. We 
are so grateful for the leadership of our co-
chairs, Marilyn Whitaker and Molly Mathews 
Bjorklund ’85 who worked tirelessly on behalf of 
the school. It’s an exciting time to be a part of St. 
Mary’s as we set the stage for a bold future ahead,” 
said St. Mary’s Academy’s Vice President for 
Development, Emily Niedermeyer Becker ’86. 

Highlights of the evening included Bids for Kids, 
an opportunity for auction guests to contribute 
to the school’s tuition assistance program, led by 
Sister Linda Patrick ’67, Assistant Principal and a 
Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, the 
school’s founding order. Bids for Kids raised a 
record-breaking more than $400,000 in support of 
the 41 percent of St. Mary’s families who receive 
financial aid. This was leveraged by a challenge 
grant provided by the B.P., Lester and Regina John 
Foundation and the OCF Joseph E. Weston Public 
Foundation. 

The auction is St. Mary’s largest annual 
fundraising event. Proceeds from the auction 
benefit the more than 700 students who attend 
St. Mary’s Academy. u

“It’s an exciting time to 
be a part of St. Mary’s 

as we set the stage for a 
bold future ahead.”

Emily Niedermeyer Becker ’86, 
 Vice President for Development 
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St. Mary’s students learn to code, program, design apps and experiment with a 3D printer

S I N C E  L A U N C H I N G  A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O 
Computer Science course earlier this year and with an ever-growing 
Tech Club, which serves as a cornerstone of tech exploration for 

students, St. Mary’s has been abuzz about learning and making technology. 
Students are learning to code, exploring computer hardware by dissecting 
the insides of donated computer units, experimenting with robotics and 
Google Glass, and have learned how to program in both Python and Swift. 

Students in Introduction to Computer Science have 
learned how to build, deploy and scale an app. Sky 
Zheng ’15 and Emma Rosenthal ’16 created an app 
that will serve as a St. Mary’s fun fact database. Yet 
to be named, the app will store everything from 
school history to fun facts about faculty and staff. 
Rosenthal and Zheng are currently waiting to get 
their developers license to publish the app so it can 
be downloaded on mobile devices. 

“Building an app was something I never thought I 
would be doing a year ago. I think the technology 
world can seem very distant and foreign. As I was 
building the app, I realized just how tangible and 
accessible the programming world is. We chose 
to code in Swift because it works with Apple 
products, like iPads and iPhones. We wanted to 
make an app for St. Mary’s that was both fun and 
informative. SMA is a catalyst in technological 
advancement in high school education and we 
wanted to show that,” said Rosenthal.

Tech Club students have been designing prints 
for the school’s 3D printer, the funding for 
which was generously provided by Julie and 
Bill Reiersgaard, grandparents of Elizabeth 
Reiersgaard ’17, using a program called Sketch-
Up, which allows them to turn their 2D designs 
into 3D creations. In addition to using the 3D 
printer, math and technology instructor Mike 
Bedney has been teaching students how to 
maintain the equipment – for example, how to 
unblock clogs manually.

“I have challenged myself to make learning 
technology and computer science accessible and 
interesting. My goal is to empower students to 
create content, instead of just using it,” said Bedney. 

To further prepare students for potential careers 
in technology, Bedney reached out to local tech 
companies via social media to ask if they’d be 
willing to speak to students. “I tweeted to these 

P R E P A R I N G  S T U D E N T S  F O R  L I F E  I N  T H E 

“SILICON FOREST”

companies and they responded. I was surprised 
to get so many responses,” said Bedney. On May 
12, eight female professionals from four tech 
companies headquartered locally: Intel, Urban 
Airship, New Relic and Puppet Labs, visited St. 
Mary’s to speak to students about what it’s like 
to work in the tech field. 

Students were thrilled to learn about the various 
incentives tech companies offer. Telecommuting, 
flexible dress code and working on stimulating 
projects were among students’ favorites. The 
speakers also touched on sensitive topics such as 
discrimination in the work place, encouraging the 
students to strive against hardships.

“While discrimination can happen, there are 
plenty of great resources and people in this 
field. Use the support around you to overcome 
any obstacle and thrive in a field that needs your 

talent,” said Hailee Kenney, associate software 
engineer at Puppet Labs. 

At the end of the presentation, students were 
eager to learn more and connect with the 
presenters.  Bedney is actively researching 
internships and continuing to build relationships 
with local tech companies with the hope to 
expand opportunities for students next year. u

 SMA is a catalyst in 
technological advancement 

in high school education and 
we wanted to show that.

Emma Rosenthal ’16
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C A M P U S  E X P A N S I O N : 

MAKING WAY FOR A BOLD FUTURE

O N  J A N U A R Y  5 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  S T .  M A R Y ’ S  A C A D E M Y  B E G A N  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N 
of the former University Station Post Office, purchased by the school in September 
2013. The addition of this city block, located adjacent to the current school building, will 

significantly increase the school’s footprint in downtown Portland.

To make way for the school’s bold future, St. 
Mary’s Academy hired Konell Construction 
and Demolition Corp. for the deconstruction 
of the former University Station Post Office. 
The building was deconstructed in a manner 
that meets the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) requirements 
and, by the time deconstruction was 
completed, Konell reported that 98.6 percent 
of the building, made mostly out of concrete, 
wood and steel, was recycled locally or reused. 

On site, the concrete was broken down into 
movable chunks of rubble. The concrete rubble 
was then transported to Konell’s yard and 
processed into smaller rocks and gravel to be used 
as backfill and engineered fill on other projects. 
Reinforcing steel from the building was pulled 
apart and separated on site. All miscellaneous 
steel products such as rebar, steel door frames 
and sheet metal were sent to Schnitzer Steel for 
recycling. Wood and trees from the building were 
sorted and transported to Greenway Recycling, 
as were ceiling tile and drywall. Larger items like 
piping, doors and certain kinds of wood timbers 
are being repurposed. 

Throughout the deconstruction process, materials 
were sorted as workers pulled the building apart 
in small portions. A number of workers were on 
site to assist with what the machines couldn’t 
do effectively. In addition, four truckloads of 
recyclable and non-recyclable material, known 

as “demo debris” were removed from the site. 
Following removal, the demo debris was picked 
through by workers to separate it so that only 
materials that could not be effectively recycled 
ended up in the landfill. 

The St. Mary’s Academy community took great 
joy in watching the deconstruction of the 
University Station Post Office, knowing that it 
was a major step in making way for St. Mary’s 
bright future. More than 1,300 people followed 
the deconstruction process on St. Mary’s 
Facebook page, as photos of the progress were 
uploaded weekly. Kent Roberts, chair of the St. 
Mary’s board of directors had the opportunity to 
watch deconstruction from his 19th floor office, 
located just a few blocks from the school. 

“I enjoyed seeing daily progress on the building 
deconstruction from my office in the PacWest 
Building. Excavator machines with articulated 
arms and hydraulic shears cut and pulled the 
building apart in a very methodical way. The 
same machines were able to pick up small pieces 
of metal or stone with amazing dexterity and 
place them onto segregated piles. The operators 
appeared highly skilled,” said Roberts.

As chair of the board and an active member of 
the school’s property development committee, 
Roberts plays an instrumental role in paving 
the way for the school’s vision for campus 
expansion. u
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BUILDING  
OUR CULTURE

Blues come together to build a Pope Francis House

P O P E  F R A N C I S  I S  I N S P I R I N G  F O L L O W E R S 
around the world to live with more compassion, awareness, hope 
and joy, and the students at St. Mary’s Academy are no exception. 

Responding to the challenge of an anonymous donor, St. Mary’s students 
have been part of a Catholic community effort to build a house in honor of 
Pope Francis at Habitat for Humanity’s Trillium Court in Southwest Portland. 
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 The act of creating 
something for the sole 

benefit of others has been 
deeply rewarding.

Julia Canfield ’16

Service to others has been an integral part of the 
mission and culture of St. Mary’s Academy since its 
founding in 1859. It is an important part of what 
it means to be a St. Mary’s student and alumna 
and, while there is no requirement for service, 
approximately 50 percent of seniors earn their 
service honor cord, serving an average of 300 
hours over the course of their high school career.

The Pope Francis House was one way students 
engaged in service this year. Principal Kelli 
Clark, along with more than 40 students, 
parents, alumnae, faculty and staff came 
together four times between February and 
May for the Habitat for Humanity Pope Francis 
House Build. The Pope Francis Challenge is a 
national effort, funded by an anonymous donor 
to honor Pope Francis’s dedication to economic 
justice, equality and peace. The donor’s hope 
was to inspire others by inviting volunteers 

from local Catholic 
churches and schools 
to participate in the 
construction of the 
home from start to 
finish.  

“Working on the Pope 
Francis house was 

such a rewarding and edifying experience. My 
Social Justice class in particular has invoked 
an awareness for justice and a call to serve 
my community. The act of creating something 
for the sole benefit of others has been deeply 
rewarding and it was great to get to work beside 
and speak with the family that will be living in 
the house,” said Julia Canfield ’16.

The home at Trillium Court was built in 
partnership with the Hussein/Dawood family, 
who put in more than 500 hours and will live 
there with a no-interest mortgage. 

“This was a tangible experience with the families 
for whom we built the home. Truly shifting their 
circumstance has been a powerful experience 
for the young women who’ve joined us out at the 
Trillium Habitat build this year. We’ve thrown our 
energy behind the Pope Francis House and worked 
alongside future homeowners. It was hugely 
gratifying to be there and, when introductions 
were made, a woman from the Madeleine Parish 
and School let us know she was a St. Mary’s 
alumna! Service truly is spiritual formation that 
impacts how our girls lead their lives today and in 
the future,” said Principal Kelli Clark. u

From left, Julia Canfield ’16, Sophia Hatzikos ’16,  
Lizzy Hamaoka ’16 and Principal Kelli Clark

OF SERVICE
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in the success of our alumnae

Playing an

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  A C A D E M Y  P R O V I D E S  A  F I R S T - C L A S S 
education that sets students up for success in college and life beyond. 
Hannah Leland ’06, recently wrote to Sister Linda Patrick ‘67, assistant 

principal of Student Life, to thank Sister Linda and acknowledge how a St. Mary’s 
education has helped her to be successful: 

Dear Sister Linda,
I simply wanted to say thank you. I just passed my dissertation defense here 
at Arizona State University and will officially receive my doctorate in a few 
weeks. This huge achievement would not have been possible without the 
support and encouragement of the St. Mary’s community. The education I 
received in my four years at SMA has been truly invaluable throughout my 
graduate education. St. Mary’s gave me the skills to not only succeed in higher 
education, but also helped me thrive and reach beyond what I ever thought 
possible. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for everything you do. 
Sincerely, 
Hannah Leland

Hannah holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from Willamette University, a Master 
of Arts in Violin Performance from the University of Colorado and, most recently, a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts in violin performance from Arizona State University. Hannah 
is currently a tenured violinist in the Tucson Symphony Orchestra and Arizona Opera. 
Having completed her degree, she plans to seek a position as a professor of violin at a 
college or university. Hannah is also working to publish her dissertation, “The ‘Bad Boy 
of Music’ in Paris: George Antheil’s Violin Sonatas,” and hopes to continue her research 
and ultimately write a book on the topic. u 

instrumental role
Playing an

instrumental role
Playing an
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T O  B E G I N  T O  U N D E R S T A N D 
what Sister Linda Patrick ’67, has 
meant to St. Mary’s, just step into 

her office. Covered with comic strips, her 
door is almost always open. Inside, nun 
paraphernalia everywhere: bobble heads, 
miniature racing nuns, nun-dolls in full habit. 
On her desk, calendars – this year’s, next 
year’s, reminders, changes. Above her desk, 
pictures of past students and Dress-Code-
Violator Barbie, ripped jeans, cropped top 
and all. Behind her, files with every manner 
of form: field trip requests, hall-eating 
violations, outdoor school, prearranged 
absence, the list goes on. What one person 
wears so many hats? Sister Linda. To the side 
is her bowl of assorted suckers, a box of tissue, 
and yes, even Jesus Band-Aids, necessities 
of a different sort. Next, a comfy chair for 
talking about what really matters: a struggling 
student, a TA “issue,” reasons we need another 
new club, Campus Ministry green team, a 
personal problem, a tender story. But most 
important in Sister Linda’s office is that which 

seems invisible but permeates her space, the 
gift of time and attention. She listens.

Our SizLin has been a caring presence on 
40 Encounters, nearly 60 other retreats and 
20 graduations. She has cheered on Blues 
Bridge Walks, explained the 12 foundresses 

S A Y I N G

TO LINDA PATRICK, SNJM ’67 AS  
SHE HEADS INTO RETIREMENTTO

f a r e w e l l

MOST IMPORTANT IN 

SISTER LINDA’S OFFICE 

IS THAT WHICH SEEMS 

INVISIBLE BUT PERMEATES 

HER SPACE, THE GIFT OF 

TIME AND ATTENTION.  

SHE LISTENS.

MOST IMPORTANT IN 
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countless times, picked up clamshells with 
leftover Pad Thai too many times, called us 
to prayer, checked on the lonely student 
still waiting for a ride, and yes, stood in a 
torrent from a burst pipe, schlepping water 
into buckets with a dust pan. That is just the 
beginning. She has shepherded some 3,000 
girls through our front doors in September 
and across the stage at the Chiles Center 
each June. Some took more “shepherding” 
than others. Assistant Principal of Student 
Life? More like Student Lives, so many has 
she touched. 

Sister Linda has often reminded us of the 
words of Mother Marie-Rose: “Since we walk 
along the same way, let us extend a hand 
to one another.” But she has taught us even 
more in her actions. She has extended her 
hand, her hearty laugh, and her heart again 
and again. Each of us has our own Sister 
Linda story, too many to tell here. She has 
been our vital connection to the Holy Names 
Sisters, a guardian of the past and protector 
of the future. But at the center of it all, she 
has loved: loved St. Mary’s, loved the girls 
and loved the mission. We will miss her, and 
we wish her much happiness in retirement. 

To honor Sister Linda’s 20 years of service 
to the young women of St. Mary’s Academy, 
gifts are being made to the Adeline Estes 
Patrick Endowed Scholarship Fund, 
established in memory of Sister Linda’s 
mother. Gifts should be made payable to St. 
Mary’s Academy and can either be made 
online at www.stmaryspdx.org or mailed 
to St. Mary’s Academy, 1615 SW 5th Ave., 
Portland, OR 97201. Please contact Coralynn 
Arrigotti ’83, director of leadership giving, 
with questions. u

SHE HAS EXTENDED 
HER HAND, HER 

HEARTY LAUGH, AND 
HER HEART AGAIN 

AND AGAIN

Sister Linda taking her vows to be a Sister of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary F I F T Y  S T .  M A R Y ’ S  A C A D E M Y 

students were recognized as 2015 
regional Scholastic Art and Writing 

Award winners for 97 different pieces of art or 
writing. Nineteen students received 24 regional 
Scholastic Writing Awards, and 31 students 
received a record number of 73 regional 
Scholastic Art Awards. The Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards have recognized the vision, 
ingenuity and talent of youth across the country 
and provided opportunities for creative teens to 
be celebrated since its founding in 1923.

“These awards celebrate the hearts of our 
students and the strength of their stories and 
creativity. They also affirm the rigor of our 
diverse writing and arts programs. The Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary committed 
our school to the arts as an important 

component of students’ development, and that 
mission is clearly thriving,” said St. Mary’s 
Academy Principal Kelli Clark.

Forty-five students entered more than 200 
individual art pieces and four senior portfolios to 
the Scholastic Art Awards. Of these submissions, 
a record-breaking 73 pieces received awards 
– 16 Gold Keys, 25 Silver Keys, 31 Honorable 
Mentions and one Silver Key portfolio, awarded 
to Mary Root ’15. The best works submitted to 
local programs are awarded Gold Keys. Gold Keys 
are automatically considered for national-level 
recognition. Clare Lagomarsino ’15 was awarded a 
national gold medal for her piece, ‘San Francisco’ 
(pictured on page 1).

“The Scholastic Art Awards are a wonderful 
avenue for teen artists to be recognized outside 

FREEDOM of EXPRESSION
St. Mary’s students win record-breaking number of 

Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

‘I Spy with My Little Eye’ 
by Mary Root ’15
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the classroom.  It often is the catalyst to help 
them reach for higher education in the arts and 
ultimately contribute their creativity to the 
world,” said St. Mary’s art teacher Kathy Custer 
Mitchell ’64. 

St. Mary’s participated in the Scholastic Writing 
Award’s West Region at Large which includes 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Montana, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington and Wyoming. Of the St. 
Mary’s students recognized for their writing, 
seven students were awarded Gold Keys, seven 
students were awarded Silver Keys and nine 
students received Honorable Mentions. Miriam 
Thielman ’16 and Kate Samuels ’16 also went on 
to win National Silver Medal awards, Miriam for 
her memoir, and Kate for her humorous poem. 

“This is truly a tribute to the writing community 
we have established at St. Mary’s Academy and 
the creative nourishment our teachers provide,” 
said English teacher Sara Follen Salvi ’71. 

In addition, St. Mary’s Academy’s student 
publication, Escribe Maria, won a First Place 
Award from the American Scholastic Press 
Association’s annual magazine competition. 
Entries are evaluated on the criteria of content 
coverage, organization, design, presentation and 
creativity. Escribe Maria, which features both 
creative writing and art, was one of two such 
publications in Oregon to receive this award. 

Turn to page 42 to view some of the award-
winning artwork. u

Scholastic Award Winners

Key

 National Gold Metal
 Gold Key

  Silver Key
 Silver Key Portfolio

 Honorable Mention

Scholastic Writing  
Award Winners

Larissa Banitt  
Maya Bennett   
Annah Burt  
Ursula Clausing-Hufford    
Zoe Felix    
Devon Fenesy   
Alicia Hannigan  
Grace Hermes   
Umi Kumar  
Samantha Leahy   
Marley Lopez  

Clare McLeod  
Kate Samuels   
Somers Smith    
Kaitee Steiert   
Ashley Stiles   
Miriam Thielman   
Bethan Tyler  
Katie Woodhouse   

Scholastic Art Award Winners

Sonja Bales        
Maya Banitt   
Lumi Barron            
Maya Bennett   
Kenley Borgerson  
Tanis Campbell   
Claire Coleman   
Nico Conahan     
Karlene Curtin     
Jean Elliott   
Miranda Field-Martin   

Margot Flynn  
Rose Gibian  
Malia Hee   
Christina Jackson     
Clare Lagomarsino    
Annie Lee  
Clare McLeod  
Zabelle Messick 
Bernadette Phan 
Mary Root   
Kendra Siebert           
Sydney Stark 
Annie Tamashiro       
Mia Truman     
McKenzie Vanko  
Dylan Wells   
Ana Wilde 
Devyn Wilson    
Phoebe Woofter     
Catherine Wright    

W I T H  A N  A L M O S T  P E R F E C T 
score, St. Mary’s Academy’s Marian 
Singers boldly claimed first place 

in the Oregon School Activities Association (OSAA) 
6A State Choir Championships on Saturday, May 9, 
at George Fox University. The Marians are the first 

all-female choir in the history of the competition 
to be named first in state.

“This is a huge accomplishment, as any state 
championship is, but as an all-women choir 
competing against choirs twice our size with tenors 
and basses, there is something that rings extra 
special about this win,” said St. Mary’s Academy’s 
Director of Choral Music Kathy Briggs. “It is one for 
the record books. It’s going to take some time for 
this to sink in. Out of a score of 100, the three judges 
awarded us 96, 96 and 97. It honestly astounded me 
when I saw our scores,” she continued.

The Marians’ win is not the only notable choral 
accomplishment to come out of St. Mary’s 

Marian Singers named OSAA  
choir champions 

St. Mary’s quartet awarded  
second in state 

Madison Wray ’15 named  
top mezzo-soprano

B E S T  I N  S T A T E
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY’S CHORAL PROGRAM FLOURISHES
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Academy this academic year. Seven St. Mary’s 
Academy students were selected for the 
Oregon All-State Choir and five students were 
selected for the prestigious All-Northwest 
Honor Choir. A quartet from St. Mary’s 
placed second in the Oregon Music Educators 
Association Ensemble Championships. The 
quartet included Larissa Banitt ’15, Sydney 
Wagner ’17, Grace Hermes ’17 and Iris Cohn 
’17. In addition, Madison Wray ’15 was named 
OSAA State Solo Music State Champion in the 
Mezzo-Soprano Voice category.

“The incredible accomplishment of the 
Marians, as well as St. Mary’s other vocal 
performers, speaks not only to the strength 
of our choir program, but also to the passion 
and talent of Kathy Briggs. I could not be 
more proud of our students and program. 
This is so well deserved,” said St. Mary’s 
Academy Principal Kelli Clark. 

“The girls are so happy. My heart is full,” 
said Briggs. u

SMA Prayers

In Loving Memory

St. Mary’s alumnae who have recently passed away are remembered in our prayers:

• Hazel Boyle Neiger ’35 
• Dorothy McCurry Wiederhold ’41 
• Patricia Seale Bekowies ’45 
• Patricia Healy Berns ’45 
• Eloise Carpenter Van Lom ’45 
• Kathleen McGee Buczkowski ’46 
• LaVonne Hanken Camp ’48 

• Marilyn Baxter Hamling ’48 
• Mary Jane Donaldson Morgan ’48 
• Lorraine Greco ’53 
• Florence Isabel Purcell 

Townsend ’58 
• Loretta Harrison Kramer ’58 

• Olive Trullinger Williams ’62, 
mother of Mona Williams ’83 

• Charla Pileggi Moreland ’63 
• Eileen Orange Newkirk ’67 
• Cassandra McCann ’07 

Please pray for the following deceased members of St. Mary’s community:

• Brian Niedermeyer, brother of 
Maureen Niedermeyer Grove ’76, 
Jeanmarie Niedermeyer Courtney 
’77, Lisa Niedermeyer ’81 and 
Karen Niedermeyer Dupuis ’85

• Alonzo Lopez, father of Patty 
Lopez Jayne ’84, Cecilia Lopez 
English ’81, Mary Lopez Loftin ’79 
and Anna Maria Lopez ’78, and 

grandfather of Claire English ’17, 
Jane English ’16 and Emily Jayne ’16

• Jeanne Kramer, mother of 
Ann Kramer Borcic ’67, Patricia 
Kramer ’69 and Mary Jo Kramer 
Chapman ’72 

• Joan Nyhart, mother of 
Christine Nyhart Kaplan ’83 and 
Elizabeth Nyhart Whitney ’82

• Geraldine Westby, mother of 
Monica Westby Jochim ’82 

• Martha and Robert Altstadt, 
parents of Libby Altstadt 
Moore ’83

• Franklin Murrell, father of 
Sherri Murrell ’85 

W H E N  T H E  A L U M N A E  O F F I C E  B E C O M E S 
aware of a death within our community: an alumna, a 
parent, spouse, sibling or child of an alumna, that person’s 

name goes on our school prayer list. Our prayer list also includes those 
who need prayers due to illness, loss of work, etc. Please let us know 
when a loved one dies and when you need our prayers. The St. Mary’s 
community is a strong and close-knit sisterhood that prays together in 
good times and in bad.

“The incredible 
accomplishment speaks 
not only to the strength 
of our choir program, but 
also to the passion and 
talent of Kathy Briggs.”

St. Mary’s Academy Principal Kelli Clark

Top: Madison Wray ’15
Above, from left: Larissa Banitt ’15, Sydney Wagner ’17,  

Iris Cohn ’17 and Grace Hermes ’17
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Class Notes

 ■Candy Santos Klupenger’s ’59 
granddaughter, Danielle (Dani) 
Klupenger was announced as 
a new team reporter for NFL 
football team the St. Louis Rams. 
Candy is the proud mother and 
grandmother of one son, two 
daughters, five granddaughters 
and three grandsons.

 ■Mary Catherine Wiederhold 
’78 received the 2014 Attorney 
of the Year Award from the AIDS 
Legal Referral Panel (ALRP) for 
her outstanding work on behalf 
of their clients. Mary Catherine 
has been an attorney for more 
than 12 years and specializes in 
real estate litigation. A frequent 
author and speaker in the field 
of tenant law, she lives with 
her husband, who is also an 
attorney in San Francisco.

 ■Mary Crouch Moak ’80 
moved from Reno, Nev., 
where she worked for Nevada 
Senate and the Washoe County 
Library System. Mary recently 
moved back to Portland and 
is working for the corporate 
office of Fred Meyer.

 ■Liisa Moilanen Potts ’90 works 
at Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction as Director of 

Literacy for K-12 public education 
in the State of Washington. She 
organizes policy and support 
for teachers and communities 
in literacy assessment, teaching, 
curriculum, teacher preparation 
at the college level and all things 
English Language Arts (ELA). 
As director of Professional 
Learning Integration, she leads 
a team to get great professional 
development to all teachers. 
She has been working as the 
national ELA lead on an open 
educational resources (OER) 
project to bring free curricular 
materials to all schools. 
Recently she and her writing 
team finished a book about 
social justice and teaching, and 
they’re hoping it gets published 
soon. She writes, “This sounds 
geeky but as a Milani- and 
Allegretto-era Blue, I find it 
to be a great adventure.” She 
lives in Auburn, Wash., with her 
high school principal husband 
and her two sons (11 and 15) 
who keep her busy! She also 
rows on her agency’s dragon 
boat team and gets to connect 
with the amazing Blues team 
every year at the St. Martin’s 
Dragon Boat Races in Olympia!

 ■Monica Niedermeyer 
Denler ’94, will be awarded 
the SafeHouse Denver’s 2015 
Susan Noble Community 
Impact Award in recognition 
of her longtime volunteer 
service, board membership 
and dedicated support at the 
Annual Hope Gala to be held in 
October. Monica lives in Denver 
with her husband, John, and two 
daughters, Greta and Abby.

We love hearing from alumnae! Keep in touch with your St. Mary’s 
friends and classmates by sending us an update on your life: family, 
career, education, service work, travel and other meaningful events. 
We also welcome prayer requests. 

Monica Niedermeyer Denler ’94 with her 
husband John

 ■Karis Stoudamire 
Phillips ’94 welcomed son 
Tyson on Dec. 1, 2014.

 ■Christie Moilanen ’96 
joined forces with Portland 
attorney, Bruce White, 
to form White & Assoc., 
focusing on various litigation 
matters, from employment 
law to personal injury. 

 ■Kendra Mylnechuk Potter 
’99 was in a Hallmark Channel 
movie on Nov. 29, 2014 called 
Christmas Under Wraps.

 ■Veronica Roberts Thompson 
’01 recently married her longtime 
partner Jimmy Thompson. They 
have two beautiful children ages 
3 and 5. They are working hard at 
preparing their daughter for her 
high school experience at SMA. 
Veronica is currently finishing 
her last year of her Master of 
Business Administration degree. 
She says, “I am so thankful for 
my SMA educational experience 
which helped me spit out 
research papers like a pro!”

 ■Kathryn Rasmussen ’02 
is now the proud mother 
of Grace (Rasmussen) who 
was born on Feb. 6, 2014.

 ■Sarah Kenney ’06 is now 
the executive assistant to 
the executive director of 
Oregon Catholic Charities.

 ■Emily Merkel ’06 graduated 
from Barnard College in New 
York City in 2010 and then spent 
nearly two years working in 
Rwanda with Partners in Health, 
a healthcare and social justice 
NGO. Her time in Rwanda was 
life-changing. It left her with the 
clarity that in order to do the kind 
of work that mattered to her, 
she needed to become a M.D. 
She spent the next 18 months 

finishing her post-baccalaureate 
coursework at Harvard University 
before taking her MCATs. In fall 
of 2014, she started as a medical 
student at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine.

 ■Eleanor Hooper ’08 graduated 
with a Psychology major and 
minors in Philosophy and 
Religion from the University 
of Denver in 2012 and moved 
to Jackson Hole, Wyo., where 
she worked one-on-one with 
people with developmental 
disabilities. Eleanor says, “This 
was trying and life giving work 
in so many ways. To re-center 
after work, I was also fortunate 
enough to be able to practice 
yoga, hike, ski and rock climb for 
fun in the mountains!” She was 
also a member of Geologist of 
Jackson Hole, partaking in field 
trips to Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Park to explore 
the sacred land out West.

In August 2014, she moved to 
San Francisco where she is in 
graduate school getting her 
Masters in Counseling Psychology 
at the California Institute of 
Integral Studies (CIIS). At CIIS, 
she used an integral approach to 
counseling, focusing on Eastern 
Philosophies such as yoga, 
mindfulness and meditation for 
her clients. She has been a yoga 
practitioner for six years, and the 
practice has been transformative. 
Eleanor says yoga “allows me 
to slow down, to ground with 
the earth beneath me, to center 
my busy mind, to breathe 
thoughtfully, to sweat and to live 
more vibrantly in my daily life.” 
She feels honored to be learning 
how to spread this kind of healing 
in the mental health profession 
for many years to come.

 ■Grace Mariucci ’08 became 
an architect and is currently 
working in Palo Alto and 
living in San Francisco.

 ■Brynne Oster-Bainnson 
’09 works in play design, 
most recently St. Mary’s 
production of Godspell. She also 
designed the fall production of 
Metamorphoses and coordinated 
the costumes for last spring’s 
Beauty and the Beast. In addition 
she also works for the Broadway 
Rose Theater Company and 
will be designing costumes for 
their production of Oklahoma.

 ■Shelby Wells ’13 became 
the internal relations chair for 
Gonzaga University’s first-ever 
Dance Marathon benefiting 
Children’s Miracle Network 
for Sacred Heart Children’s 
Hospital. Attendees danced 
for more than eight hours to 
raise funds for children battling 
serious illness and injuries. 

Send us an update!

Updates can be emailed 
to alumna@stmaryspdx.
org or mailed to:

St. Mary’s Academy
Update My Information
1615 S.W. Fifth Ave.
Portland, OR 97201

Please note that we 
reserve the right to 
edit any information 
submitted. 

mailto:alumna@stmaryspdx.org
mailto:alumna@stmaryspdx.org
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The following pieces of student 
art were recognized with regional 
Scholastic Art Awards during the 

2014–2015 school year.

Last Glance

Right: 
‘Nike Campus Trees’ 
by Tanis Campbell ’15

Top left: 
‘Brushing The Mountain’  

by Maya Banitt ’15

Bottom left: 
‘Water Jar’  

by Lumi Barron ’16 
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Students performing the spring 
musical production of Godspell


