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Q&A
St. Mary’s Academy: Why did you choose St. Mary’s Academy?
Coach Larson: I met several St. Mary’s Academy community members when I coached club soccer. It is clear 
that the students from St. Mary’s are dedicated and hard working players, who want to be challenged. As I 
learned more about St. Mary’s and how much the students loved their school, I saw the potential for a strong 
program. When the job became available I knew I wanted to be a part of building a program that matches the 
greatness of the school. Coaching a team with this mentality will be a great opportunity.  

SMA: What role has soccer played in your life?
CL: I grew up playing club soccer with the Cheyenne Sting league in Cheyenne, Wyoming. I graduated from 
Hastings College in 2000, where I played college soccer for four years. Soccer is a great sport and I have 
learned many life lessons playing in tournaments all over the Western Region of the U.S. After college I began 
coaching and haven’t quit since.

SMA: What are you most looking forward to in your new position?
CL: I know the players love playing for their school and I can’t wait to see how they apply that on the field. 
Pride in their training and performance is what I most look forward to. I have talked to the players and I have 
attended enough games to know that soccer is important to them. I can’t wait to be a part of their soccer 
experience. 

SMA: What inspires you?
CL: I love coaching and seeing players play to their full potential. Soccer has always been my passion. Playing 
at the highest level is difficult but seeing players make progress is rewarding. Now I have the chance to let 
soccer empower players to achieve their goals on and off the field.  

SMA: What three words best describe you?
CL: Passion. Driven. Coach.

Meet St. Mary’s Academy’s new varsity soccer coach, Nelson Larson. Coach Larson has been 
working with soccer players from St. Mary’s for more than 10 years in club soccer. Coach 
Larson has two daughters, Gia and Mila, with his wife Jenny. When he’s not coaching, Coach 
Larson likes to be outdoor camping, mountain biking or exploring Portland. Read more 
about Coach Larson below. 


