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Maryann Schwab ’78 has always had a soft spot in her heart for her alma mater, so it was no surprise when she 
graciously filled the role of reunion chair for her class’ 35th year celebration. She assumed the task in February 2013 
and the event was held August 2013. But once she was back on campus, Schwab found it difficult to stay away for very 
long. 
 
“Organizing the reunion, seeing my old classmates, and being in the building again was a tremendous amount of fun. It 
really drew me back into the St. Mary’s Academy community,” Schwab said. 

Since 2013, Schwab has participated in almost every major event at SMA. She sponsored students for the 2013 Blues 
Bridge Walk in October, assisted with and attended the 2013 Food for Thought in November, and purchased tickets to 
the 2014 Roman Holiday auction in April - the biggest fundraising effort in St. Mary’s Academy history. She even man-
aged to pick up a little something for herself along the way - bidding on and winning the Paris Pour Deux vacation pack-
age which includes 10 hours of French lessons, seven nights in a Paris apartment and airfare travel for two.   
 
Not only do special events and reunions inspire her to dedicate so much of her time, energy and support to St. Mary’s 
Academy, Schwab is also inspired by fond memories of walking the hallways as a St. Mary’s Academy student. 
 
“My time at SMA gave me a solid educational foundation. At SMA I never heard ‘you can’t.’ I never had any self doubt 
about pursuing what I wanted in life. I attribute that to the incredibly strong group of women who worked here. At the 
time, many of the faculty were nuns. They were part of setting an example of strength and confidence which carried 
forward in my life,” Schwab said. 

Schwab knows about leadership and setting an example. She was part of a core group of students who revitalized the 
“Ms. Print” newspaper in 1977, after nearly a decade lapse in publication. The SMA staff took journalism classes at 

Central Catholic and published their first paper jointly with Central’s publication, “Rampart.” In its second year of 
renewed existence, and operating under the leadership of then Editor-In-Chief Joan Nyland, the “Ms. Print” was named   

the number one newspaper in its category by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association.  
 
Although her high school passion may have been in publications, her career path took a different turn when she graduated from the University of Oregon with a 
bachelor’s degree in political science. Schwab spent a few years after college working on a cruise ship, traveling up and down the West Coast with ports of call in Portland, San 
Francisco, San Diego, Panama City, and various parts of Mexico. Her passion for travel still remains. Schwab has since traveled across Europe and North America. 

After spending a few years learning the ropes of office life at a family business, Schwab transitioned to the medical field where she discovered her career calling. She worked in 
various roles at Providence Health Plans for seven years before moving to UnitedHealthcare of California in San Francisco. Schwab spent nearly a decade at Community Health 
Plan of Washington in Seattle until moving back to Portland in 2008. Her career first centered around operations, then she moved onto risk management, and finally found her 
niche in compliance.  
 
Schwab now works for Kaiser Foundation Health Plan as the Northwest Regional Compliance Officer and serves on the board of directors for the Free Clinic of Southwest 
Washington.   
 
“I didn’t set out to be in the medical field, but I really enjoy what I do in terms of upholding regulations. My department ensures that Kaiser fulfills its mission around ethics, 
integrity and compliance, and my position is there to reinforce that all patients are getting the full benefit of access to healthcare,” Schwab said. 

She attributes her success in the medical field, in part, to her time spent at St. Mary’s Academy.  
 
“We were given a strong educational, spiritual and social foundation. We need to become involved and pay that back, 
giving a new generation of young women access to the opportunities we had. I view my education at St. Mary’s as the 
greatest gift my parents gave me and it is something I’ve come to appreciate more and more as I grow older,” Schwab 
said. 

As a new member of the alumnae advancement council, she not only encourages her 1978 classmates to increase their 
level of involvement, but for all alumnae to answer the call to give back to St. Mary’s Academy. 
 
“I know people have busy lives but it doesn’t take much time to volunteer or mentor a student. We have amazing 
opportunities to contribute, especially with a campus expansion in our future,” Schwab said. 

St. Mary’s Academy is happy to have a motivated and passionate supporter like Maryann Schwab. There are many ways 
to be involved in the St. Mary’s Academy community and foster the growth of tomorrow’s young women leaders.  

Feeling inspired by Maryann’s commitment to St. Mary’s Academy? 

Make a gift (https://secure.donationpay.org/stmaryspdx/). 

Volunteer at an event (http://www.stmaryspdx.org/support_sma/volunteer_form) or mentor a future leader (http://
www.stmaryspdx.org/alumnae/mentorship_program).
 
Want to reconnect with your 1978 classmates? Join the Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/127404384094780). 
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