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Having worked for the U.S. State Department for eight years, St. Mary’s Academy alumna Mary 
Alexander ’97 is comfortable around important people. She’s spent time with dozens of world 
leaders, from U.S. commanders in chief to the presidents of Iraq and Yemen. But one of her most 
moving experiences with a head of state happened recently, when she was at President Obama’s 
official welcoming ceremony for Pope Francis at the White House. She says it was “definitely a 
highlight of my career." Read more about Mary below.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY: What was your experience with Pope Francis?

MARY ALEXANDER: I didn’t meet him personally, but I was only 20 feet away at the White House ceremony. It was the first 
time I welcomed a head of state who has so much popularity. Thousands of people were along the route of his Fiat. Usually 
heads of states don’t receive that much attention. It was really moving to see the Pope in person. He’s not just a world leader, 
he’s the head of the Catholic Church, and he really connects with people.

SMA: Tell us about your job.

MA:  I am a diplomat for the U.S. State Department. I work at U.S. embassies overseas, representing the president’s foreign 
policy agenda. I’ve worked in places like Iraq, Israeli/Palestinian territories and Yemen. Currently, I’m stationed near Washington 
D.C., training new diplomats, but I will go abroad again soon. Every two or three years, my family moves to a new location.

SMA: How did you get involved with international relations?

MA: I’ve always been interested in public service and really wanted to serve my country without getting involved in politics. 
When I attended St. Mary’s Academy, I was involved with Model UN, led by Ms. Gorman, and I visited the Peruvian rainforest 
for a science class trip. I also was fortunate to be chosen to interview former Polish President Lech Walesa during his visit to 
SMA in the mid-90s. I wrote up the interview for the student paper.

SMA: In what ways did St. Mary’s prepare you for your career?

MA: The school is really focused on social justice and Catholic values, which got me into the idea of a career with a public 
service component. Life isn’t just about being smart and making money; it’s about how you support your community and the 
people around you. Plus, going to a college-preparatory school equipped me with strong critical thinking and writing skills that 
gave me a leg up in college, graduate school and my career.

SMA: In what ways are you still involved in the St. Mary’s community?

MA: Although I haven’t been back to the school since 2000, I still stay connected. I keep in touch with classmates, and my mom 
and I donate to SMA. We want to make sure many generations of girls get a great education even if they can’t afford it. Two of 
my best friends were on scholarships at St. Mary’s. It would be so easy to make students pay the full amount, but the school 
really wants to help educate girls — that’s why I continue to support SMA. Even after you leave St. Mary’s, the community will 
still be important for the rest of your life.

SMA: Do you have any advice for current students?

MA: Don’t be afraid to pursue a career in service. If you have that gift, that dream to give back to your community or country, I 
strongly encourage you to do it. It’s very fulfilling to have a job where I feel like I’m making a difference and changing the world. 
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