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St. Mary’s Academy alumna Hannah Concannon ’07 never thought she would pursue a career 
in art, let alone become famous on social media. What started as a fun face painting project 
quickly garnered a large online following. Now, the former tech marketing consultant is being 
featured in major publications around the world. She wants young women to know that it’s never 
too late to follow your dreams. Achieving goals may take time and dedication, but as Hannah 
said, “St. Mary’s girls are no stranger to hard work.”

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY: How did this project come to be?
HANNAH CONCANNON: In January 2013, I decided to paint my face every day for a year. I was working for a tech company 
in San Francisco at the time, which was an interesting experience, but not my calling. At first, I just wanted to make art every 
day. Over the next two years my account, @dressupbox, was featured by the Instagram blog and eventually gained 50,000 
followers. Along the way I’ve been profiled by Juxtapoz, Refinery 29, The Huffington Post, Allure, and The Bold Italic. Most 
recently, I competed in ArtPrize and was on the June cover of PHOTO+ Magazine.

SMA: When did you first get involved in visual arts?
HC: Outside of class, I was primarily an athlete at St. Mary's, participating in sports for all 12 seasons. However, all the classes 
I took at SMA had some sort of artistic aspect. In my sophomore and junior year religion classes, Dr. Sheila required us to use 
paintings, songs, dance, or other creative offerings for our devotional presentations.

SMA: Why did you pick St. Mary’s Academy?
HC: I was not the most popular kid in middle school. My classes were not challenging and I didn’t have many friends. When I 
went on a shadow visit at St. Mary’s, I found a place where girls were comfortable being themselves, where you were celebrated 
for what made you different from others. I realized at SMA I could be myself and be enthusiastically accepted for who I was.

SMA: How did St. Mary’s prepare you for life after high school?
HC: Had I not attended St. Mary’s Academy, I would not be the confident person I am today. St. Mary’s also taught me to work 
hard and work smart. The spirit of hard work is very much ingrained in SMA graduates. No one is born a great writer, but after 
four years here, you are.

SMA: Why is the St. Mary’s community important to you?
HC: My friends from SMA remain some of my closest friends today. In March of this year, the class of 2007 lost our friend and 
sister Cassandra McCann to cancer. The outpouring of support at her memorial service was absolutely astounding. People 
traveled from around the country to pay their respects and support her family. And, even in that profound time of grief, I was 
overcome by the absolute strength of the bonds we formed as a class while at SMA. No matter what joys and struggles life may 
send your way, a St. Mary’s friend is a friend for life. 
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