
Q&A
SMA: Why did you choose St. Mary’s Academy?
Charlotte Karlsen: I wanted something different than what I had experienced at my previous schools.
I wanted to be academically challenged and be part of a strong, bonded community. Every student at 
St. Mary’s is a Renaissance woman. Students are inspired to strive in their own style. Students are ready to 
take risks and they are pushed to really go for it.

SMA: What is your favorite academic subject and why?
CK: It is hard to say. My favorite classes are English and history. I am not a math person, but I love 
logarithms. Mr. Kelley makes math sing.

SMA: What inspires you to write?
CK: Ms. Salvi sparked my energy for poetry during Poetry Out Loud. I am a big reader and even when I was 
little I was writing bits of poetry. The Graraventa Center essay contest prompt was inspiring. It touched 
on humor and divine intervention. I think being Jewish entails being a part of a culture full of faith and 
humor. 

SMA: What is the greatest skill St. Mary’s has taught you?
CK: St. Mary’s has taught me what it is like to really put your heart into something. My sophomore year, 
I was working on a huge project and I was drained. I wanted to be done. Then I thought to myself, I 
can push myself harder and further. I know I can do this. St. Mary’s has encouraged me to find my full 
potential.  

SMA: Where do you see yourself after St. Mary’s Academy?
CK: I am interested in professional theater, urban planning, arts education, early childhood development 
and nonprofits. I want to keep my options open. I have faith that it will work out. Wherever I go it will be 
good.  I’d like to end up in Chicago or Washington D.C. 

 

St. Mary’s Academy junior Charlotte Karlsen was recently awarded Honorable Mention 
from the University of Portland’s Garaventa Center for Catholic Intellectual Life and 
American Culture in its high school essay contest. Day to day, Charlotte finds herself 
inspired by the St. Mary’s community where she is encouraged to flourish in every 
aspect of her life. Read more about Charlotte below. 
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