
Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  
English 9 Summer Assignment  

 
Description: We are interested in your reaction to reading Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet. When 
you have finished reading the book, find some quiet time to do this assignment. Please type your 
responses and bring a printed copy of them to the first day of English class, along with your copy of the 
book.   We will be using the book the first few weeks of class, so be sure to bring your copy with you!  
 

If you do not have access to a computer or printer at home, ALL public libraries have computers and 
printers available for you to use for FREE. 

 
Directions: For each of the prompts below, you will need to search the book for appropriate quotes.  
Choose quotes from the book that relate to each prompt.  Once you have chosen your quotes, think about 
them and how they relate to the question presented in the prompt. For each prompt, type 1 or 2 
paragraphs that reflect on the quotes you have chosen.  
 

1. To what extent do you think identity is determined by the individual and by outside forces?  

Choose two characters from the book. Find quotes in the text which illustrate  

1) when each character attempts to define his or her own identity (successfully or otherwise) and 
2) when his or her identity is defined by others.   

 
2. What role do you think fear plays in this story?  Find quotes in the text which illustrate how 

fear manifests itself among peers, between cultures, and among family members.   

 
3. Judge the actions that love motivates characters to take in this story.  Choose two characters 

from the book. Find quotes in the text of when each character acts out of love.  What are the 

consequences of these actions? Are the characters happy with the choices they make?  Why or 

why not? 

 
 

4. Choose a quote from your favorite moment in this story.  Tell me why you like this moment.  

What about it makes it memorable? 

 

 
 


