
ENGLISH 12: Summer Reading 2017-2018 

Directions: To keep your minds sharp over the summer, the English Department has chosen three books that we think 
are well-written and thought-provoking. We look for non-fiction reads that are current, engaging, and that we hope will 
spark conversations (and maybe even further reading or action!). You might take notes as you read to hone your note-
taking strategies (see the back for questions for reading and reflection). Reading more than one text is encouraged, of 
course, but you must READ AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING. We will have discussions and written work 
based on your text in the fall. This will be a portion of your first quarter grade.  
 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn (2010) 
 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists (and husband and wife team) Kristof (a native Oregonian!) and 
WuDunn examine the circumstances and consequences of poverty and oppression on women 
throughout the world. Through personal stories and compelling statistics, this book is designed to 
inform and inspire its readers. Half the Sky examines the harsh realities of women in (mostly) 
developing countries—including sex slavery and forced prostitution, maternal mortality, honor 
killings, and inequities in educational opportunities—and argues that people in the developed 
world have a moral obligation to address these injustices.  
 
 
 

 
 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 
Bryan Stevenson (2014) 
 

Bryan Stevenson’s TED Talk “We need to talk about an injustice,” filmed in 2012, has been 
viewed nearly 3 million times. In 2014 he published a memoir about his work as a defense 
attorney representing poor clients in the South and founding Equal Justice Initiative. 
As described in the New York Times review: “The message of this book, hammered home by 
dramatic examples of one man’s refusal to sit quietly and countenance horror, is that evil can be 
overcome, a difference can be made. Just Mercy will make you upset and it will make you 
hopeful. The day I finished it, I happened to read in a newspaper that one in 10 people 
exonerated of crimes in recent years had pleaded guilty at trial. The justice system had them 
over a log, and copping a plea had been their only hope. Bryan Stevenson has been angry about 
this for years, and we are all the better for it.”  –Ted Conover 

 
 
 
My Beloved World 
Sonia Sotomayor (2008) 

 
 
Happily, it is becoming a familiar story: The young, smart, and very hardworking son or 
daughter of immigrants rises to the top of American professional life. But already knowing the 
arc of Sonia Sotomayor’s biography doesn’t adequately prepare you for the sound of her voice 
in this winning memoir that ends, interestingly, before the Yale Law School grad was sworn in 
as the first Hispanic Supreme Court Justice. Hers is a voice that lands squarely between self-
deprecating and proud, grateful and defiant; a voice lilted with bits of Puerto Rican poetry; a 
voice full of anger, sadness, ambition, and love. My Beloved World is one resonant, glorious 
tale of struggle and triumph. --Sara Nelson 
 
 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/13642929-my-beloved-world


Questions for Thinking and Discussing: You will be asked these questions or questions like them during the first 
couple weeks of class. Consider them as you read; you may want to take notes or prepare responses (not required). 

 
1. Identify startling figures or statistics that the author uses to support a point. What is compelling about this 

example?  
2. Identify one or two individual stories or situations that you found particularly compelling. What made this 

compelling? What else does it make you think/wonder about?  
3. Describe the author’s voice and/or style. Do you trust the information presented? Do you find it relevant and 

compelling? Why or why not? 
4. What signs did you see in the text for hope? What warnings or evidence of failure did you see? How did these 

affect your response to the issues addressed and your response to the text?  
5. To what extent do you see yourself getting involved with the issues presented in the text? What “action steps” 

does the text suggest you can take? Will you do (or have you done) any of them? 
6. You have three sentences to describe the message of this book to the St. Mary’s community. What should your 

peers know about it? 

 

 

 


