
AP English 11                                                          
Summer 2016 Reading Assignment 
 
There are three parts to your summer reading assignment.  
 
Part I: Nonfiction Selection 
 
Thank You for Arguing  
Jay Heinrichs (Revised Edition 2013) 
 
As you read, make note of any interesting stylistic elements and the 
overall structure of the work. These notes should take the form of 
annotations, but need not be excessive or cover every page. During the 
first weeks of school, you will be assigned work stemming from this 
book. 
 
 
Part II: Fiction Choice 
 
Please choose one selection from the list below. You will have two assignments directly pertaining 
to this novel, and many opportunities to reference it in the A.P.-style essays we write throughout 
the year (as well as the first semester final). During the first week of school, come prepared with a 
double-entry journal where you interact with a minimum of eight quotations. You should select 
passages that are rich in meaning and devices; your interaction with each passage should exhibit an 
authentic conversation (both an understanding and questioning that leads to a deeper connection); 
and your journal should be typed, organized, and professional in appearance. 
 
Dreiser, Theodore Sister Carrie 
Ellison, Ralph  Invisible Man 
Frazier, Charles Cold Mountain 
Gaines, Ernest A Lesson Before Dying 
Irving, John  Cider House Rules 
Kesey, Ken  One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
Kingsolver, Barbara The Poisonwood Bible 
McCarthy, Cormac The Road 
O’Brien, Tim  The Things They Carried 
Smith, Betty  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
Steinbeck, John East of Eden 
Vonnegut, Kurt Slaughterhouse Five 
Wharton, Edith The Age of Innocence or House of Mirth 
 
    
Part III: Periodical Reading 
 
It is important for this course that you read widely and continuously about current events, local, 
national and international and issues, topics of interest in other fields (science, economics, 
psychology, etc.). Your own interests should guide your reading. 
 

 

http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9780385347754-0


For this course you will want to make a habit of reading from a variety of reputable sources (see 
below). During the summer, please collect three substantial pieces (at least 300 words long – no 
maximum length) from those sources. They should be argument or opinion pieces, not news 
stories or informational articles. They may be taken from print or online sources, but you should 
use at least two different publications. 
 
Keep your articles together in an electronic folder. I will be asking you to discuss them in class 
during the first few weeks. This should be an ongoing process throughout the year. 
 
Suggestions: 
The New York Times (US newspaper)  
The Economist (UK news magazine) 
The Washington Post (US newspaper)  
The Guardian (UK newspaper) 
Time (US news magazine)  
The New Yorker (US ideas magazine) 
Salon.com (online ideas magazine)  
Slate.com (online ideas magazine) 
The Atlantic (US ideas magazine) or Atlantic Online 
 
Note: Sports, lifestyle, or popular culture/entertainment magazines are not recommended unless 
the writing you are using from them is substantial and opinion/argument pieces (e.g., Vanity Fair 
and similar publications may sometimes have in-depth articles on thought-provoking subjects). 
 


