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St. Mary’s Academy Student Named to the MENC 
2011 All-National Honor Ensemble
Elyse McGrath one of 330 to Perform in Nation’s Most Prestigious Student Music Ensembles 

Portland, Ore. – March 15, 2011 – St. Mary’s Academy senior Elyse McGrath was named to the elite 2011-All National Honor Choir sponsored by the National Association for Music Education (MENC).  McGrath will travel to Washington, D.C.  from June 23-27, 2011, to be part of this special musical event in which the All-National Concert Band, Jazz Band, Choir and Orchestra will perform as part of Music Education Week.

Elyse will rehearse and perform with 330 other selected students with many of the country’s finest guest conductors including Dr. Thomas Duffy (Concert Band), Sandra Snow (Choir), Donato Cabrera (Orchestra) and Fred Irby III (Jazz Band).   

“I am so proud of Elyse for auditioning, and thrilled that she has been accepted into this national honor choir,” said St. Mary’s Director of Music Education, Kathy Briggs. “We had five SMA students accepted in the Oregon all-state honor choir and orchestra, and now one into the national honor choir.  It has been a fantastic year for our music students!”

MENC established its National Honor Ensembles as the ultimate recognition of music student performance, beyond state and divisional levels. 

“We are very pleased to offer this unique performance opportunity to a very select group of our nation's finest high school musicians,” said David Weatherred, MENC Northwest Division past-president and chair of the All-National Honor Ensembles. “Over the course of four days, these top flight musicians will rehearse with marvelous and inspirational conductors, leading up to an exceptional finale performance on June 26.  The 2011 MENC All-National Honor Ensembles will most surely be a once in a lifetime musical experience for these incredible high school musicians!”

The complete list of students is available online at www.mencevents.org. For more information call 1-800-479-8247 or visit www.mencevents.org/menceventshonorspage.htm.
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For additional information or questions, please contact Crystal Ghassemi, APR, Director of Communications, at 503-724-8589 (cell) , 503-721-7715 (direct office) or crystal.ghassemi@stmaryspdx.org.
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About St. Mary’s Academy
Founded in 1859 by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, St. Mary’s Academy is an all-female Catholic high school and Oregon’s oldest continuously operating secondary school.  The student body represents a diverse background of young women from over 30 urban, suburban and rural communities in Oregon and southwest Washington.  St. Mary’s Academy is distinguished by its development of the whole person, and is the only school in the state to receive three U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools awards. For more information about St. Mary’s Academy, please visit: www.stmaryspdx.org. 
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